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Similarly with respect to the conditions under which
any fact is predicated. Observe in the following example
the effect of putting them last:

. How immense would be the stimulus to progress,
were the honour now given to wealth and title given ex-
clusively to high achievements and intrinsic worth!

And then observe the superior effect of putting them
first:

-----Were the honour now given to wealth and title

given exclusively to high achievements and intrinsic worth,
how immense would be the stimulus to progress !

The effect of giving priority to the complement of the
predicate, as well as the predicate itself, is finely displayed
in the opening of " Hyperion ":

" Deep in the shady sadness of a vale
Far sunken from the healthy Breath of morn^
Far from the fiery noon and eve's one star
Sat gray-haired Saturn, quiet as a stone."

Here it will be observed, not only that the predicate
" sat" precedes the subject " Saturn," and that the three
lines in italics, constituting the complement of the predi-
cate, come before it; but that in the structure of that
complement also, the same order is followed: each line
being so arranged that the qualifying words are placed
before the words suggesting concrete images.

The right succession of the principal and subordinate
propositions in a sentence manifestly depends on the same
law. Regard for economy of the recipient's attention,
which, as we find, determines the best order for the sub-
ject, copula, predicate, and their complements, dictates
that the subordinate proposition shall precede the princi-
pal one, when the sentence includes two. Containing, as
the subordinate proposition does, some qualifying or ex
planatory idea, its priority prevents miscoitoeption of the